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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1. This communication is responsive to application filed on July 30, 2001. Claims 1-39 are 
pending. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Examiner acknowledges preliminary amendment filed on 1/10/2002, where applicant 
renumber claims 24-38 to claims 25-39. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-33,38,39 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cragun 
(US Patent No 6,557,028). 

5. In reference to claims 1,1 1,20,3 8, Cragun teaches a system, method, machine readable 
medium, and an apparatus to view multimedia content, all respectively comprising: 

a broadcast center capable of being communicatively coupled to a network (column 1 
lines 14-55 and column 2 lines 60-65); and 

a plurality of client systems coupled to the broadcast center (column 2 lines 60-67), 
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wherein the plurality of client systems are associated with a household (column 2 lines 

25-67), 

wherein the plurality of client systems are logical extensions of each other (column 3 
lines 10-40 and column 3 line 60 - column 4 line 2), 

wherein the household is configurable to be associated with a plurality of user objects 
(column 3 lines 10-40), 

wherein a client system of the plurality of client systems is configured to be selectively 
accessed by a user to change a configuration of a user object of the plurality of user objects that 
is related to a favorites setting (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55), and 

wherein the system is configured to provide the change of the configuration of the user 
object related to the favorites setting to all of the client systems of the plurality of client systems 
without further activity from the user (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55). 

6. In reference to claim 2, Cragun teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the system is 
configurable to selectively add a new client system to the plurality of client systems, the system 
being configured to provide the plurality of user objects, including the favorites setting, to the 
new client system without activity from a user (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55). 

7. In reference to claim 3, Cragun teaches the system of claim 1 wherein a user object of the 
plurality of user objects can be concurrently active in more than one client system of the plurality 
of client systems (column 2 lines 25-60 and column 3 lines 20-67). 

8. In reference to claim 4, Cragun teaches the system of claim 1, further comprising a server 
operatively coupled to the plurality of client systems, wherein the server is configured to include 
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information related to each user object of the plurality of user objects, including the favorites 
setting (column 2 line 60 - column 3 line 10). 

9. In reference to claims 5,12, Cragun teaches the system, method of corresponding claims 
4,1 1 wherein the server is configured to include a revision history, the revision history being 
configurable to include information related to configuration changes of the plurality of user 
objects, including changes to the favorites setting (column 6 lines 37-60). 

10. In reference to claims 6, 1 3 , 1 4,2 1 , Cragun teaches the system, method, and machine 
readable medium corresponding to claims 5,12,20 wherein the revision history includes a ticket 
number associated with each configuration change that is included in the revision history 
(column 6 lines 37-60). 

11. In reference to claims 7,22, Cragun teaches the system and machine readable medium of 
corresponding claims 4,20 wherein the server is capable to provide configuration changes to the 
plurality of client systems in response to a request for the configuration changes sent from at 
least one of the client systems (column 1 lines 45-55 and column 3 lines 50-67). 

12. In reference to claims 8,23, Cragun teaches the system and machine readable medium of 
corresponding claims 4,20 wherein, independent of a request from any one of the client systems, 
the server is capable to provide configuration changes to the plurality of client systems if such 
configuration changes are received by the server from at least one of the client systems (column 
1 lines 45-55 and column 3 lines 50-67). 

13. In reference to claim 9, Cragun teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the favorites 
setting includes an address associated with the network (column 1 lines 14-24 and column 3 lines 
21-25). 
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14. In reference to claim 10, Cragun teaches the system of claim 1 wherein the favorites 
setting includes a television channel (column 1 lines 14-24 and column 3 lines 21-25, it is well- 
known that TV channels/stations have their own websites). 

15. In reference to claim 24, Cragun teaches the machine readable medium of claim 21 
wherein the configuration information includes values for a plurality of configuration 
parameters, at least one of the configuration parameters being related to the favorites setting, to: 

set a bit in a bit vector, the bit vector having a plurality of bits each being associated to a 
corresponding configuration parameter of the user object, wherein the set bit indicates the 
configuration parameter associated with the received configuration information and is related to 
the favorites setting; and provide the bit vector to one of the access devices (column 4 lines 1-30 
and column 7 lines 40-60). 

16. In reference to claims 1 5,3 1 ,39, Cragun teaches a control system and a method to 
provide access to content in a multimedia communication network system having a plurality of 
access devices, the control system comprising: 

a server to receive configuration information related to a user object from a user via an 
access device of the plurality of access devices (column 2 line 60 - column 3 line 10), 

wherein the configuration information defines multimedia content that can be accessed 
via instantiation of the user object in the access device (column 1 lines 30-55), 

wherein the configuration information further defines at least one favorites setting for that 
access device (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55), and 
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wherein the server is capable to provide the received configuration information, including 
the favorites setting, to another access device of the plurality of access devices (column 1 lines 
30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55). 

17. In reference to claims 16,32, Cragun teaches the control system and method of respective 
claims 15,31, wherein the server is further capable to receive revised configuration information 
related to the user object via one of the access devices of the plurality of access devices, the 
revised configuration information including a revision to the favorites setting, and to provide the 
received revised configuration information, including the revision to the favorites setting, to all 
of the access devices of the plurality of access devices (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 
10-67). 

18. In reference to claims 17,33, Cragun teaches the control system and method of respective 
claims 16,32 wherein the server is capable to assign a ticket number to the revised configuration 
information and to store the ticket number in a revision history (column 6 lines 37-60). 

19. In reference to claims 18, Cragun teaches the control system of claim 16 wherein the 
server is capable to provide the revised configuration information including the revision to the 
favorites setting to the plurality of access devices in response to a request for the revised 
configuration information sent from at least one of the access devices. 

20. In reference to claim 19, Cragun teaches the control system of claim 16 wherein, 
independent of a request from any one of the access devices, the server is capable to provide the 
revised configuration information including the revision to the favorites setting to the plurality of 
access devices if such revised configuration information is received by the server from at least 
one of the access devices (column 1 lines 45-55 and column 3 lines 50-67). 



Application/Control Number: 09/9 1 9,605 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2157 

21 . In reference to claims 25,28, Cragun teaches an update method, machine readable 
medium to respectively provide configuration information related to user object of a multimedia 
communication network system having a plurality of access devices, the configuration 
information including values for a plurality of configuration parameters, at least one of the 
configuration parameters being related to a favorites setting, the method comprising: 

receiving a portion of the configuration information including the favorites setting via an 
access device of the plurality of access devices (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55); 

assigning a ticket number to the received portion of the configuration information; storing 
the ticket number in a revision history (column 6 lines 37-60); and 

providing the ticket number to the access device (column 1 lines 45-55 and column 3 
lines 50-67). 

22. In reference to claims 26,29, Cragun teaches the update method, machine readable 
medium of respective claims 25,28, further comprising: 

setting a bit in a bit vector, the bit vector having a plurality of bits each being associated 
to a corresponding configuration parameter of the user object, wherein the set bit indicates the 
configuration parameter associated with the received configuration information and is related to 
the favorites setting; and providing the bit vector to the access device (column 4 lines 1-30 and 
column 7 lines 40-60). 

23. In reference to claims 27,30, Cragun teaches the update method, machine readable 
medium of respective claims 26,29, further comprising providing the portion of the configuration 
information to a second access device of the plurality of access devices (column 1 lines 45-55 
and column 3 lines 50-67). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

24. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

25. Claims 34-37 rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cragun 
(US Patent No 6,557,028) in view of Ellis et al (US Patent No 6,898,762). 

26. In reference to claim 34, Cragun teaches an apparatus to coordinate settings to access 
content available via system, the system having connectivity to a plurality of access devices and 
capable to provide the plurality of access devices with access to a communication network, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a server located in the system and capable to communicate with each access device in the 
plurality of access devices via a communication protocol suitable to each access device (column 
2 line 60 - column 3 line 10), 

wherein the server is capable to receive configuration information related to a user object 
from a user via one of access device of the plurality of access devices according to the 
communication protocol for that access device (column 1 lines 30-55), 

wherein the configuration information defines multimedia content that can be accessed 
via instantiation of the user object in the access device, wherein the configuration information 
further defines at least one favorites setting for that access device (column 1 lines 30-55 and 
column 3 lines 10-55), 
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wherein the at least one favorites setting includes an address associated with a location in 
the communication network where the content can be accessed by the access device or including 
a channel among the plurality of channels of the system (column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55 and 
column 3 lines 10-55), 

wherein the server is capable to provide the configuration information received from the 
access device, including the favorites setting having the address or the channel, to another access 
device of the plurality of access devices without further activity from the user according to a 
communication protocol suitable to that access device (column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55 and 
column 3 lines 10-55). 

Cragun fails to teach wherein the system is an interactive video casting system having a 
plurality of channels. However, Ellis teaches a client-server interactive TV system for access 
devices to set viewer preferences, wherein each access device interacts with a server (column 2 
lines 1-45, column 4 line 50 - column 5 line 25, and column 9 lines 1-20). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cragun by making the system an interactive 
video casting system so that access devices can set viewer preferences. 

27. In reference to claim 35, Cragun teaches the apparatus of claim 34 wherein, independent 
of a request from any one of the access devices, the server is capable to provide the revised 
configuration information including the revision to the favorites setting to the another access 
devices if such revised configuration information is received by the server (column 1 lines 45-55 
and column 3 lines 50-67). 

28. In reference to claim 36, Cragun teaches an apparatus to coordinate settings to access 
content available via a system, the system having connectivity to a plurality of access devices 
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and capable to provide the plurality of access devices with access to a communication network, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a server located in the system and capable to communicate with each access device in the 
plurality of access devices via a communication protocol suitable to each access device (column 
2 line 60 - column 3 line 10), 

wherein the server is capable to receive configuration information related to a user object 
from a user via one of access device of the plurality of access devices according to the 
communication protocol for that access device, wherein the configuration information defines 
multimedia content that can be accessed via instantiation of the user object in the access device, 
wherein the configuration information further defines at least one favorites setting for that access 
device (column 1 lines 30-55 and column 2 line 60 - column 3 line 10), 

wherein the at least one favorites setting includes an address associated with a location in 
the communication network where the content can be accessed by the access device or including 
a channel among the plurality of channels of the system (column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55 and 
column 3 lines 10-55), 

wherein the server is capable to provide the configuration information received from the 
access device, including the favorites setting having the address or the channel, to another access 
device of the plurality of access devices without further activity from the user according to a 
communication protocol suitable to that access device (column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55 and 
column 3 lines 10-55), the server further being capable to: 

assign a ticket number to a portion of the received configuration information (column 6 
lines 37-60); 
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store the ticket number in a revision history (column 6 lines 37-60); 

provide the ticket number to the access device that sent the configuration information 
(column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55, column 3 lines 10-55 and column 6 lines 37-60); 

set a bit in a bit vector, the bit vector having a plurality of bits each being associated to a 
corresponding configuration parameter of the user object, wherein the set bit indicates the 
configuration parameter associated with the received configuration information and is related to 
the favorites setting (column 1 lines 14-24 & 30-55 and column 3 lines 10-55, column 4 lines 1- 
30 and column 7 lines 40-60); and 

provide the bit vector to the access device that sent the configuration information 
(column 4 lines 1-30 and column 7 lines 40-60). 

Cragun fails to teach wherein the system is an interactive video casting system having a 
plurality of channels. However, Ellis teaches a client-server interactive TV system for access 
devices to set viewer preferences, wherein each access device interacts with a server (column 2 
lines 1-45, column 4 line 50 - column 5 line 25, and column 9 lines 1-20). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Cragun by making the system an interactive 
video casting system so that access devices can set viewer preferences. 

29. In reference to claim 37, Cragun teaches the apparatus of claim 36 wherein, independent 
of a request from any one of the access devices, the server is capable to provide the revised 
configuration information including the revision to the favorites setting to the another access 
devices if such revised configuration information is received by the server (column 1 lines 45-55 
and column 3 lines 50-67), 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ramy M. Osman whose telephone number is (571) 272-4008. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



RMO 

December 11, 2005 



ABDUIM^I SALAD 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




